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Epues. iii., 8.— Unto me, who am less than the least of ail saints, 
is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles 
the unsearchable riches of Christ. 
% 

Tue Apostle’s eminent holiness appeared in his deep humility, as 
well as in his ardent love to the Saviour. He accounted himself less 
than the least of all the saints, while he labored more abundantly 
than they ; and because he felt so sensibly his immense and ever-in- 
creasing obligations to the Redeemer, and his great failures in fulfilling 
them, he could think no one else so deficient as himself. This 
caused him the more to admire the rich and unmerited favor of 
being called, by grace, to preach the Saviour’s unsearchable riches. 
This was his most delightful employment. Every faithful minister 
has a measure of the same love to Christ Jesus, and of the same de- 
light in making known his transcendent excellence. 

Pid wes very humbly, my brethren, call your attention to this sub- 

; afid may God give unto us the spirit of wisdom and revela- 
ion in the knowledge of Christ, the eyes of our understanding being 
enlightened, to. behold his glory ; then our meditations of him will 
be refreshing to us, and honorable to him. 

Four things pertaining to the unsearchable riches of Christ, will 
now be considered. 

The first is his divine glory. John says of him—In the begin- 
ning was the Word; and the Word was with God, and was God. 
This is the true God and eternal life. Paul declares that he is God. cS 
over all, blessed for ever—the image of the invisible God—the bright 
ness of the Father’s glory, and the express image of his pet 
him were all things created that are in heaven, and th 
visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, 0 or dominionsor prin; 
Vo]. XII. No. 7. 7 ee ae ey See 









- 


. 
98 ' THE NATIONALs PREACHER. 





cipalities, or powers—all things were created by him and for him; 
and he is before all things; and by him all things consist. In 
him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. This fullness 
of the Godhead as really and as fully dwells in him, as in the Father. 
As he says, I am in the Father and the Father in me. I and my 
Father are one. -Being in the form of God, he thought it not rob- 
bery to be equal with God. All divine attributes and excellencies do 
therefore belong to Christ as much as:to the Father. All these are 
ascribed to the Father and to the Son. Any appearance to the con- 
trary is on account of his assumed office as mediator, and his bein 
formed in fashion as a man. In this view of himself, he said, my 
Father is greater than I. The Father sent his Son to be the propi- 
tiation for our sins. And the Son says, I came down from heaven, 
not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me. And he 
finished the work which the Father gave him to do. He was obedi- 
ent unto the death of the cross, because the Father gave him com- 
mandment to lay down his life. But still he was the true God as 
to his divine nature. The Jews understood him to make himself 
equal with God; and on this ground they demanded of Pilate his 
crucifixion, saying, We have a law, and by our law he ought to die, 
because he made himself the Son of God. His glory was hidden 
from his murderers. Had they known it, they would not have put 
him to death. But his disciples beheld his glory ; and they honored 
him as they honored the Father. They saw in him every thing to 
love and admire, as the only begotten of the Father. Their joy in 
him was unspeakable and full of glory. But how little they knew 
of his infinite excellence! Even the angels of light are still learn- 
ing “the glories of Immanuel.” 
The second is the unsearchable riches of his love. 


“ His love is as large as his power, 
And neither knows measure nor end.” 


Like himself, it is from everlasting to everlasting, and has a length 
and breadth, and depth and height, which passeth knowledge. We 
learn something of it from his word, and from his wonderful works 
towards the children of men. With them was his delight, before the 
foundation of the world ; and he rejoiced in the habitable parts of the 
earth, where he would make his love to abound. What but his 
boundless love could move him to undertake the work of man’s re- 
demption from endless wo? Yes, 


“He pitied rebels, when he knew 
The vast expense his love would cost.” 


He knew he must lay aside the glory which he had with the Father 
—be.made flesh—be made under the law and its curse—live a life 
of poverty, and the sorest trials and sorrows, and suffer a death most 
cruel and shameful. But his love was equal to the undertaking. He 
could endure the whole, saying to the Father, I delight to do thy will. 
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The eternal covenant was accordingly made, which he should ratify 
with his dying blood. A multitude, which no man can number, was 
given to him as the reward of his obedience unto the death of the 
cross; and each of them can say, » 


“T was a traitor doomed to fire, 
Bound to sustain eternal pains; 

He flew on wings of strong desire, 
Assumed my guilt and took my chains.” 


But this is not all. His love is manifested in numerous ways. - 
The innumerable objects of it are variously situated, and do exceed- 
ingly grieve and try hislove. How many he loves and redeems who 
show all manner of perverseness and ingratitude. What perse- 
vering kindness marked his conduct to Peter, who so wickedly de- 
nied him. And what unwearied long-suffering did he show to Saul, 
who breathed out threatenings and slaughter against his members, 
and persecuted them even unto strange cities. Who has not ex- 
ceedingly grieved his love and wearied his kindness? _ Who, but a 
Saviour of quenchless love, could endure so much evil in those whome ° 
he saves See the good Shepherd seeking his lost and perishing 
sheep ; bringing them back to his fold, and bestowing on them the 
tenderest care. See how he continually intercedes for them, that 
their faith may not fail, nor their enemies triumph over them. What 
millions have already shared very richly in all the varieties of his 
boundless love—and so will millions more—and the whole, the im- 
mense multitude, will be for ever filled with his overflowing love. 
Who can comprehend such love as this? How unsearchable are its 
riches—vast and durable as eternity. 

The third is the unsearchable riches of his mediation ; or his ad- 
mirable fitness and infinite sufficiency to save all the myriads of the 
redeemed. 

He is admirably qualified to be mediator between God and us by 
assuming our nature. In him, God and man are united in one per- 
son. This fits him for his office. The parties between whom he 
mediates can repose in him the utmost confidence. In him the Fa- 
ther has this confidence, because he is his Son, the heir and partner 
of his throne, to whom he has delivered all things. He is chosen of 
God—his elect, in whom his soul delighteth. And the Father says 
to us, This is my beloved Son ; hear ye him. To his Son he refers 
us, signifying that in him we must put our trust, as a faithful me- 
diator. And how cheerfully we may do this, when we consider that 
he is our Kinsman-Redeemer, the Son of man, who has all possible 
knowledge of our case, and has in all things been made like unto his 
brethren, that he might manage all their concerns in the best manner 
possible. How could we choose a more suitable person to act in’our 


behalf before God. How fit is he to be our Advocate with the Father,” - . 


and to hold in his hands all our interests in time and eternity. What 
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perfect safety we have in committing every thing to him. The least 
doubt of this is a reproach to his name. But here is a mystery which 
we cannot fathom—the union of the Son of God and the Son of 
man in Christ Jesus. Without controversy great is the mystery of 
godliness : God was manifest in the flesh for our salvation. O, the 
depth of the riches, both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 

How suitable is Jesus the Lord to be our prophet, our priest and 
our king. 

As prophet, he surpasses all others in the highest degree ; for he 
has all divine and human knowledge. No man knoweth the Father 
save the Son, and he to whom the Son will reveal him. No man 
hath seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, which is in 
the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him. And who else is 
so able to declare the Father’s counsels as his eternal Son? He is 
likewise a prophet raised up among his brethren, and so can speak 
to them face to face, and adapt his instructions to their circumstances, 
Who teacheth like him? Who ever spake with such authority? Even 
his enemies were constrained to say, Never man spake like this man, 
How many were astonished at his doctrine. How many heard from 
his lips the words of eternal life, as they had never heard them be- 
fore. And think of the effect of his teaching—I have declared unto 
them thy name, and will declare it, that the love wherewith thou 
hast loved me, may be in them and I in them. 

Consider Jesus in his priestly office. Who but Immanuel, God 
with us, in our nature, could fulfil its vast, its sublime purpose. Here 
is a work which neither men nor angels could perform. None of 
them could repair the honor of God’s violated law, and redeem trans- 
gressors from its curse. Nor could even the Son of God do this in 
his divine nature alone; for he could not as a mere divine person suf- 
fer for sin, or be made a curse for the redemption of those who had 
sinned. And therefore he took upon him the seed of Abraham ; for 
in all things it behooved him to be made like unto his brethren, that 
he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to 
God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people. And thus be- 
ing made of a woman, and made under the law, which we have trans- 
gressed, he has borne our sins in his own body on the tree. He has 
fulfilled the law, both by obedience and suffering. He obeyed in dy- 
ing the death of the cross. 'This was the most signal act of his obe- 
dience. He was made sin for us; he had our sins charged to him, 
that he might be a sin offering for us, that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him. And hence we are justified by his 

blood, and made righteous by ‘his obedience. And such is the 
dignity of his divine nature, and such the purity of his human na- 
ture, that his merits are abundantly sufficient for the salvation of all 
men. Heis the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the world. 
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a this Lamb of God; he gave’ himself for the life of the world. 
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Consider the never-failing efficacy of his blood to expiate human guilt, 
and to cleanse from all unrighteousness. Contemplate the unsearcha- 
ble riches of his obedience unto the death of the cross. For by this 
one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified. 

But there is another view of his priestly office, which exceedingly 
enhances its preciousness to the redeemed. He ever lives to inter- 
cede for them. ‘This he does to carry into effect the great design of 
his death on the cross. Having obtained eternal redemption for his 
people, he has entered into heaven itself, to appear in the presence 
of God for them. ‘Tiere he acts in their behalf; he pleads their 
cause against every accuser; he bestows on them the blessings of 
his grace ; he procures the acceptance of their prayers and labors of 
love, and prepares a place for them, that they may‘be with him, see 
him as he is, and be like him. Wherefore he is able, and will save 
them to the uttermost, seeing he thus intercedes for them before his* 
Father’s throne. Well then could the Apostle triumphantly say, 
Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect? It is God that 
justifieth. Who is he that condemneth ? It is Christ that died—yea, 
rather that is risen again—who is even at the right hand of God; 
who also maketh intercession for us. O, the riches of the Saviour’s 
intercession! What humble confidence it inspires as we approach the 
mercy-seat. Seeing that we have a great high-priest, that has passed 
into the heavens—Jesus the Lord God—let us come boldly to the 
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in 
time of need. With what admiring and joyful views of the Saviour’s 
intercession may the humble believer say, 


“ Now the gracious Mediator 
Risen to the courts of bliss, 
Claims for me, a sinful creature, 
Pardon, righteousness, and peace.” 


But Jesus is king, as well as priest, on his throne; and how glo- 
rious and lovely does he appear in this office. Yes, he who once 
bore our sins and pains—who was once sorrowful unto death in 
Gethsemane, and crucified on Calvary, is now seated on a throne of 
glory, and has all authority in heaven and on earth. He is made 
head over all things unto the church. Rejoice greatly, O daughter 
of Zion ; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem ; behold, thy King cometh 
unto thee ; he is just, and having salvation—meek and lowly in heart. 
Well may we rejoice in a King who is infinite in majesty and glory, 
in meekness and condescension. While the kingdom, the power, and 
the glory belong to him as the mighty God, he shows the tenderest 
compassion to the guilty and wretched, the poor and miserable. What 
riches of love and power dwell in the King of Zion. For what im- 
portant purposes he reigns. How glorious are his comforts of grace 
in every sanctified soul; and with what consummate wisdom does 
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he order and overrule all things for the glory of his kingdom and the 
eternal blessedness of, all his redeemed people. Heaven will be for 
ever filled with his praise.) 

The time would fail me to speak of all the endearing relations and 
forms of love and kindness which the blessed Jesus continually bears 
to the thousands, and thousands of thousands of his blood-redeemed 
people. He feeds his flock as a shepherd ; he maketh them to lie 
down in- green pastures, and leadeth them by the still waters. He 
gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them in his bosom. The 
bruised reed he will not break ; the smoking flax he will not quench. 
He binds the broken-hearted ; he raises up those that are borne down ; 
he fills the hungry with good things; he comforts the sorrowful ; he 
cheers the desponding ; he supplies all their needs according to the 
riches of his glory; and he is able to do exceeding abundantly above 
all they ask or think, according to the power by which he is able to 
subdue all things unto himself. And because all fullness dwells in 
him, he says, I am the bread of. life; he that cometh to me shall 
never hunger, and he that believeth on me shall never thirst. If any 
man thirst, let him come unto me and drink. He that believeth on 
me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of 
living waters. How strikingly does this show the inexhaustible full- 
ness there is in Christ. 

The fourth consists in his being the everlasting life of all his re- 
deemed in heaven. He is that eternal life that was with the Fa- 
ther, and was manifested to his disciples when they beheld his glory 
as the glory of the only begotten of the Father. But the Father 
hath given to him to have life in himself as manifested in the flesh, 
that he may be the eternal life of all his saints. All these are ran- 
somed by his blood, and live by his life: as he saith, Whoso eateth 
my flesh and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life, and I will raise 
him up at the last day. As the living Father hath sent me, and I 
live by the Father; so he that eateth me, even he shall live by me. 
The water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of waters, 
springing up to everlasting life. In heaven, the redeemed will be for 
ever with the Lord, to behold his glory and be filled with all his full- 
ness. This prayer for them is then fulfilled—Father, I will that 
they also whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am, that they 
may behold my glory. As the Father hath given him to sit on his 

rone, so he giveth them to sit with him on his throne. Thus they 
behold his face in righteousness, and are satisfied in being made like 
unto him. They are glorified in him, and he is glorified in them. 
They exalt his glory ; and he rejoices in them, and they in him, with 
mutual and perfect joy. He is the fountain and source of their bless- 
edness ; and it is their exceeding joy to extol and bless his name, as 
their glorious Redeemer, who has loved them and washed them from 
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their sins in his own blood. The Lamb, which is in the midst of 
the throne, shall feed them and lead them.unto living fountains of 
waters ; and in them will his joy be for ever fulfilled. 

And now from this subject we may learn, 

1. The superior excellence of the knowledge of Christ. It is the 
knowledge of infinite divine excellence, and of perfect human excel- 
lence. Here you see all divine and human loveliness most sweetly 
united. Jesus is the brightness of the Father’s glory, and also fairer 
than all the children of men. We beheld his glory, saith John, the 
glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 
This glory the three disciples beheld on the mount, when he received 
honor and glory from God the Father, when there came such a voice 
to him from the excellent glory—This is my beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased. How highly did the disciples esteem those dis- 
coveries of his glory, and long for the continuance of the delighgful 
vision, that they might know more of his excellence, and be more 
filled with his love. Paul had made high attainments in human 
knowledge ; but he counted it all but loss for the excellence of the 
knowledge of Christ. He once had no desire to know him; he then 
thought him a mere man, and an impostor ; but after God had shined 
in his heart to give him the light of the knowledge of his glory in the 
face of Jesus, then he determined to know nothing but Christ and 
him crucified. Aud must not this be the purpose of every true be- 
liever? To him Jesus is exceedingly precious, altogether lovely, and 
the chief object of his delight. He is transcendently lovely in his 
person, in his offices, in his relations to his redeemed, and in all the 
works of his grace. How then should you long to increase in the 
knowledge of Christ. 

2. The preaching of the gospel is a great blessing. It is preach. 
ing the unsearchable riches of Christ, for the purpose of your know- 
ing and gaining these riches. And these are the only true riches 
which you can gain. All other riches fly away. Those who love 
them most and seek them the most earnestly, are the most disappoint- 
edin them. But how different are the riches of Christ. The more 
these are prized and sought, the more fully they are enjoyed. And 
they can never fail; they can never be lost. How dear to you 
should be the gospel and the faithful and constant preaching of it. 
What a blessing to have Christ continually set forth to your view in 
all his fullness, as your boundless and everlasting treasure. He is 
your unchangeable friend, your never-failing fountain of life, your all 
in all. How can you part with his gospel, or live without the preach- 
ing of his cross as the wisdom and power of God to your eternal en- 
joyment of his boundless love ? , 

3. We see the worth of a saving interest in Christ. It is worth 
every thing. We can give nothing which is of equal value. He 
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that hath the Son hath life, and he that hath not the Son hath not 
life. Christ is eternal life. The loss of him is eternal death. Who, 
then, can estimate a sving interest in Christ too highly ? It is every 
thing to the possessor. It secures to him every thing which he can 
really need. How can he want or lack any good thing, when Christ 
is his? Will not he who has given him Christ, with him also freely 
give him all things ? 

4. We learn the preciousrress of that faith which makes the Saviour 
yours. Many think and speak lightly of faith. They think ita 
very trifling thing to believe in Christ, and speak with great confi- 
dence of their faith. They feel sure of salvation because they be- 
lieve that Christ is the Saviour of the world. The devils believe 
this. 'The damned in hell believe this. But this faith does not save 
them. ‘The faith which saves the soul is of God; it is his special 
gift. It is the fruit of his Spirit, spiritually enlightening the mind to 
discover the glory of Christ and his fitness and sufficiency as a 
Saviour, and so drawing the soul tohim. This is the only way to 
make Christ ours, or to believe in him unto salvation. We may be- 
lieve that Christ is the Saviour of the world, and yet never receive 
him so as to be saved by him. . We may believe in the skill of a phy- 
sician to heal our sickness ; but how can we be healed, if we do not 
apply to him? So Christ and his unsearchable riches will profit you 
nothing, if you have not the faith of God’s elect. O! think of the pre- 
ciousness of this faith ; what it will do for you; and how it will en- 
rich your soul for ever. Prize it most highly; see that you obtain 
it, that Christ may be yours for ever. 

5. We learn the vast importance of communicating the knowledge 
of Christ. How many need this knowledge. Where will you find 
a fellow-sinner who does not need it? Who can be saved without 
Christ ? Who can be blessed for ever without his unsearchable riches ? 
In him there is boundless sufficiency for our whole world. But how 
many perish for want of the knowledge of Christ; and how shall 
‘this knowledge be obtained but by its being given to them? Here 


we find much, even a great work, to be done. And who,that knows . 


Christ, cannot do something to make him known to others? How 
much the parent may do to make his children and household ac- 
quainted with the Saviour. How much may be done by the Sab- 
bath-school teacher. How much may Christians do to increase each 
other’s knowledge of Christ, and the riches of his glory. How often 
should their discourse turn upon this subject. What theme of con- 


versation can they find so profitable as this? How much it would - 


enliven their affections to Christ, to each other, and to all his saints ; 
and how much they might do to lead others to the knowledge of the 
Saviour, by speaking of his worth and preciousness, of their perishing 
need of him, and of his everlasting treasures of grace. Who can 
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truly know Christ, and not long that othér®should know him, and 
partake of his fullness? Who can love the Saviour and not ardently 
desire that every one should love him? An@ how important that 
Christ should be fully preached. What a noble subject for every 
preacher is Christ and his cross. Who can exhaust it? Who can 
find no more to say, or be satisfied with what he has already said? 
Who will not bring from his treasure things new as well as old, if 
Christ dwells in his heart by faith, and he is daily sitting at his feet 
to learn more of his divine and human excellences, of his‘offices and 
works of salvation ? How freely should ministers speak one to another - 
of these things, and also to those under their pastoral care. It is the 
knowledge of Christ, and him crucified, with which every soul must 
be fed to arrive at the stature of perfection. Here is the cause of our 
lameness and unfruitfulness—we are not fed as we need to be with 
the bread of life. 

To conclude: let all feel more sensibly their obligations to love 
and praise tHe Redeemer. Think who and what he is in himself, 
and what he is and will be to you for ever, if you make him your 
friend. And will not your hearts overflow with love, and your lips 
utter ceaseless praises to his name ? 

O! look to this Lamb of God. Let his infinite loveliness now en- 
gage your affections. Make his riches your chief treasure. Then 
will you praise him while you have any being. Amen. 





SERMON CCLI. 





BY JOHN H. CHURCH, D.D. 





Joun iii., 14, 15.—And as Moses lifled up the serpent in the wil- 
derness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up ; that who- 
soever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life. 


Tue manner of our Saviour’s teaching was transcendently ex- 
cellent. It was peculiarly adapted to the circumstances of his 
hearers—to their habits of life, and modes of thinking. He illus- 
trated truth by familiar objects. Such an object was the brazen 
serpent. Its design and use were well known to Nicodemus ; and 
therefore, Christ selected it to explain to him the doctrine of his 
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own crucifixion.for the "sins of men, that they might be saved by 
faith in his blood, shed on the cross. As the brazen serpent was an 
effectual remedy for bitten, dying Israelites ; so is Christ crucified an 
effectual remedy for men perishing in sin. 

[ propose to consider the remedy ; its necessity; its application ; 
and its efficacy. 7" 

ist. The remedy.—This in each case was of a singular-charac- 
ter. For the dying Israelites biften by fiery serpents, the Lord di- 
rected Moses to make a serpent of brass, and place it on ajpole, thay 
the wounded might look on it and be healed. This was a divine, 
not human, device. What mortal would have thought of sucha 
method of saving men from death? But, however strange, or 


unnatural it might seem to men, it was God’s method for this pur-’ 


pose. So is Christ crucified a very singular method of saving sin- 
from eternal death. It is altogether above the wisdom of men 
or angels. Who could have conceived that the eternal Son of God 


could die on the cross to redeem guilty men from everlasting dis- . 


truction! . But God devised a way for this to be done. His Son 
has a body prepared for him. He comes in the flesh, in the like- 
ness of man, in the form of @ servant, or of one bound to suffer, 
and is obedient to the death of the cross. Thus he was lifted up 
as the brazen serpent was, bearing the sins of men in his own body 
on the tree, that they, by looking on him might have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness of all their sins, be cleansed from 
all unrighteousness, and have everlasting life. This is the method 
of our salvation—this is the remedy for healing us of all our spiri- 
tual maladies. Who will not admire the divine wisdom, which is 


seen in the cross of Christ? Christ crucified is the wisdom of God. . 


2d. The necessity of this remedy. This is as necessary for 
perishing sinners, as the brazen serpent was for bitten, dying Israel- 
ites. These died of their wounds, till God prescribed*this remedy. 
All other means proved ineffectual. This became the settled con- 
viction of all. Hence they besought Moses to pray unto the Lord 
that he would take away the serpents. For while these continued 
to bite, death was the inevitable consequence. How absolutely ne- 
cessary then was God’s remedy. nd is not Christ crucified as ne- 
cessary for the salvation of guilty men? These are exposed to 
eternal death ; for they have sinned against God; and the wages of 
sin is death. The soul that sinneth, it shall die. This death is the 
penalty of God’s law. Those who suffer it, go away into everlas- 
ting punishment. Now, how can any one, how can you, my hearers, 
be delivered from this endless misery? It is only by the death of 
Christ on the cross. Christ must be lifted up to make an atonement 
for your offences. He must bear your sins in his own body on the 
tree. No other sacrifice can expiate your guilt, or free you from the 
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curse of the law. ,Christ hath redeeméal’ us viet of the 


law, being’ made a cwrse for us; as it is written, cursed is every 
one that hangeth on a tree. It is not possible that the blood of ° 
bulls and of goats should take away sins. 'Those were appointed 
as typical sacrifices ; and they were all fulfilled in Christ, the Lamb 


‘of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. In them, God 


had no’pleasure as actually atoning for the sins of men. But he 
declared himself well pleased in his Son, when he came in the flesh 
to put ‘way sin by the sacrifice of himself; and he®showed his 


_ acceptance of this great sacrifice by raising him from the dead, and by 


exalting him ‘at his right hand as a Prince and a Saviour, to give 
repentance and the remission of sins through faith in his name. But 
there is no other way of return to God, or acceptance with him. 
Christ has said, “ No man cometh to the Father but by me.” And 
Peter said, “ Neither is there salvation in any other; for there: 
other name under heaven, given among men whereby we must 
be saved.” “And therefore, it is declared, “ He that believeth on the 
Son, hath everlasting life; but he that believeth not the Son, shall 
not see life, but the wrath of God abideth on him.” Can you be 
saved without this crucified Redeemer? Is there any other to take 
away your guilt—to deliver you from the wrath to come? How 
hopeless would be your case, without Christ and his cross: as hopeless 
as that of a bitten Israelite, but far more dreadful ; his was the death 
of the body, yours would be the eternal death of the soul and body 
in hell. 

¢3d. The application of this remedy. This is by faith, or looking 
to Christ in faith. The brazen serpent was lifted up, was suitably 
elevated on a standard, that the wounded might behold it and be 
healed. So was the Son of man lifted upon the cross, that perish- 


‘ing sinners may behold him by faith, and be saved from all their 


sins. And*we may discover a striking analogy between the two 
methods of deliverance from death. 

In both cases, the power of God is to be acknowledged. His 
power healed the bitten Israelite ; and his power saves the perish- 
ing sinner. No means are effectual without his blessing. We should 
be deeply impressed with this truth, as we use the means; otherwise 
we shall ascribe that power to them, which belongs only to God. 

The dying Israelite could take no glory to himself, that he was 
healed by looking to the brazen serpent. He must simply look and 
be healed. He must wholly renounce his own wisdom and skill, 
and rely entirely on God to prescribe and the means of his 
remedy. So the perishing sinner can take none of the glory of his 
salvation to himself. He must look in faith to the dying Lamb of 
God. He must glory in the cross of Christ, and in this alone. 

The bitten Israelite felt himself a dying man. His wound would 
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end in death, ine of all his efforts. He must totally despair of 
- healing himself.” And such is the case of the sinner. “He is con- 
demned to death. He is dead in sin, and dead in law. He 
must despair of ever giving himself life. His life, his salvation 
must come wholly from another source. As a lost and perishing 
sinner, he must look to Clirist crucified for deliverance. Here is his 
only hope of securing the life of his soul; as the bitten Ketnelite’s 
only hope was in looking to the brazen serpent. 

He thusiieoked, because this was God’s appointment. He mighi 
not be able to tell how he would be healed, by simply looking on the 
elevated serpent. But he knew that this was God’s remedy ; and 
for this reason, he was bound to use it. Here was no room to hesi- 
tate or object. His duty was as plain as possible. So it is in look- 
ing to the cross of Christ for salvation. This is God’s appointment. 
And this is his command, that you believe in his Son as crucified 
for your sins. How can this truth be made more plain than he 
has made it in hisword ? How often it is repeated? In how many 
ways is it«illustrated and explained? With what sublimity is it 
enforced? How can you evade the conviction of duty ? 

The bitten Israelite would look on the brazen serpent with expec- 
tation of being healed ; and because God had so directed. He was 
to feel that God ordained it as an effectual remedy, and would make 
it so, when rightly used. And so the sinner should look to Christ with 
believing expectation of being saved by faith in him. For this is 
his word concerning his Son, that there is life in him for the perish- 
ing sinner ; this is his promise, that whosoever believeth in hi 
shall ‘not perish, but have eveglasting life ; and Christ says, “ 
that believeth in me, hath everlasting life.” With what entire con- 
fidence then you should look to a crucified Saviour for salvation ? 
Never doubt his power to save to the uttermost every one that comes 
to him; nor in the least question his truth and faithfulness. He 
never disappoints the soul that trusts in him. 

The wounded in Israel would make no delay in seeking a cure. 
Who would suffer his wound to fester and rankle day after day, when 
he might immediately look and be healed? Who would endure the 
anguish and pain of such delay, or endanger his life, when the remedy: 
was at hand? And why does the perishing sinner refuse present 
relief from the burden and distress of sin? The Saviour is at hand, 
and can as well relieve him now as at any future time. Why is 
there any delay in looking to a crucified Redeemer? Have you not 
too long delayed ? Too long indulged your sin? Too long grieved 
the Saviour’s love? “Must he wait still longer for you to be ready, 
and willing to be healed of your spiritual maladies? Is there no 
danger in your delay? Does not your state grow worse? Do you 
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not dishonor the heavenly Physician? Do then LAs bitten Israelite 
would do #now look and live. — 

But while there is such analogy between the two cases, there is 
in other respects a dissimilarity. For instance, it required no change 
of heart in one bitten by the serpent, to look to the brazen serpent 
and be healed. A person of any moral cter could do it. But 
whosoé¥er looks to Christ crucified in saving faith, is born of God. 
His faith is the exercise of a new and holy principle of divine life. 
That which is born of the Spirit, is spirit ; it is some spiritual 
and holy in its nature. And saving faith in Christ, 1s the act of 
this new principle in the soul. The untenewed sinner will not come 
to Christ ; he will not look to him and be saved. His evil heart 
of unbelief prevents his doing it. This is his most heinous sin; 
and nothing but spiritual grace will ever overcome it; and make 
him willing to look and live, or to believe in Christ and have eternal life. 

It required no conviction of sin, and guilt in a wounded Israelite 
to look to the serpent of brass and live. It was enough to know 
that he was bitten, and in danger of death. But he that looks to a 
crucified Saviour, must feel that he is exceedingly sinful, and guilty, 
and deserves to perish. ‘This conviction tends to prepare him to 
welcome Christ to his heart, and to rely on him as being such a 
Saviour as he needs, 

The bitten Israelite needed only to have the venomous bite healed, 
that the life of the body might be preserved. But the perishing sin- 
ner needs far more done for him. He must have the remission of his 

by the shedding of the Saviour’s blood ; and he must be cleansed 
from the pollution of sin, by the sprinkling of his blood. We-read 
of both in the gospel. We are not only guilty or deserving of end- 
less punishment; but we are also vile, unclean, abominable in the 
sight of God, by the defiling nature of sin. Our guilt is taken 
away by the blood of Christ, as shed to atone for our sins; and our 
vileness is removed by the same blood, as sprinkled upon us for our 
spiritual cleansing. The blood of Christ cleanseth from all sin. It 
is a fountain set open for sin and uncleanness, to wash them away. 
In coming to-Christ, we come to the blood of sprinkling. This 
. purges the conscience fromedead works, to serve the living God. It 
purifies us from the defilement of sin. So that we are to look to 
Christ crucified, not only for pardon, but also for sanctification. Of 
_his fulness, we are to receive even grace for grace. He is our life, 
: even the eternal life of our souls. He is to live in us, and we are 
to live a life of faith on him for complete salvation—he being made 
of God, unto us wisdom and righteousness, sanctification and re- 
demption. He delights to bestow salvation freely, and abundantly 
on the poor and needy, the lost and wandering, the — and 
wretched. 
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If the dying Israelites in the case before us, could see no fitness 


. in the brazen serpent to heal their wounds, they could see* the good- 


ness and power of God in providing this remedy, and making it 
effectual. But the Spirit reveals and faith discerns a fitness in the 
gospel remedy. Here is the Son of God manifested in the flesh, 
in the likeness of men, and in the form of a servant, to atone for 
our sins, by dying on the cross to satisfy the justice of God. By 
his crucifixion, he makes infinite satisfaction to divine justice. He 
most highlyvhonors every divine attribute. He fulfils and magnifies 
the divine law. He does the highest possible honor both to the 
precept and the penalty. He dies in our stead, that we may have 
forgiveness through his blood; and by his obedience, we are made 
righteous. What admirable fitness there is in this remedy? With 
what entire satisfaction, we may look to it; and consider how suited 
it is to our case? We are condemned to death ; but Christ dies in 
our room. We have no righteousness in which we can appear with 
acceptance before God ; but by faith, we are made the righteousness 
of God in Christ. O, what a Saviour is Christ crucified! What 
boundless sufficiency there is in him for a world perishing in their 
sins? What manifold wisdom is here seen? Here, also, we see 
that God is love. For here is love, not that we loved God, but that 
he loved us and gave his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 
Here you see also his immutable, impartial justice ; for he spared not 
his own Son, but bruised him, put him to grief, and made his soul 

“an offering for sin. Here you see God’s infinite hatred of sin, by so 
severely condemning it in the sufferings of his dearly beloved Son. 
And how does he delight in mergy, when he spared not his own Son, 
that he might spare you, for his sake, and make you an everlasting 
monument of his grace. And what affecting views you have here 
of your ill-desert, your vileness, which rendered such a sacrifice 
necessary for your salvation. Can you look on him, whom you have 
pierced by your sins, and not be affected? Behold the Lamb of God, 
and receive everlasting life from his bleeding wounds. 

Ath. Its efficacy never fails-—-This remedy never loses its power. 
The typical remedy was effectual, whenever it was used. This was 
God’s promise: “ Every one that is bitten, when he looketh on the 
serpent of brass, he shall live.” The promise was fulfiled. “For 
it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he be- 
held the serpent of brass, he lived.” There was no failure in that 
remedy. And there is none in the far greater remedy of the gospel. 

Who has ever looked to the cross of Christ by living faith, and come 
short of heaven? Where has faith in Christ proved ineffectual * 
Where has the promise failed? “He that believeth on the Son, as 
lifted up on the cross, shall not perish, but have eternal life.” Is not 
this remedy always the same? The same yesteday, to-day, and for- 
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ever? How-can you doubt its efficacy? How great is the sin, to 
distrust its power, to save your soul. Beware of the horrid crime 
of not believing in this crucified Saviour. How excedingly will 
it aggravate your final condemnation. O look to the Lamb of God. 

In view of this subject, we learn,— 

ist. The free offer of salvation to every perishing sinner. ‘The 
remedy in Israel was free to every one who needed it. No excep- 
tion, no limitation was made. Any one who was bitten, had full 
warrant to look and be healed. And so is the gospel remedy free to 
any one perishing in sin. Whosoever believeth in Christ, shall nos 
perish. Whosoever will, may freely make Christ his Saviour. His 
salvation is suited to the case of every sinner. The promise of 
eternal life is sure to every one, who receives and rests upon Christ 
alone for salvation, as he is freely offered in the gospel. And this 
free offer of Christ to every one is to be made by every minister of 
the word. Every one is to be directed to look unto Christ and be 
saved. ‘To every one the Apostolic exhortation is to be addressed— 
Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved. Let me 
then say to each and every one of you, you are not excluded from 
the free offer of the Saviour, except you exclude yourself by refus- 
ing to look to him for life. If you perish, it is because you persist 
in rejecting a crucified Saviour. 

2d. It is through dislike of the remedy that it is refused. Could ' 
a bitten, dying Israelite refuse the remedy freely provided for him, if 
he were pleased with it? Would he not rather immediately use it }/ 
And will not the perishing sinner as readily use the gospel remedy 
for his salvation, if in heart he is really pleased with it? How then 
can he refuse? It is exactly suited to his condition—he infinite- 
ly needs it—it is freely offered—he can have it on barely accepting it, 
without money and without price. Say not in thine heart, “ Who 
shall ascend into heaven—or descend into the deep?’ The word is 
nigh thee. Christ is at the door. He stands and knocks for a wil- 
ling reception. His heart is full of tenderness—his hands full of 
blessings. Do you open the door? Do you make him welcome? 
Do you look to him to give you eternal life? to give you repentance 
and the remission of sins—to give you his Spirit to be in you as the 
fountain of life? Or do you turn away, and show that you are not 
pleased with this method of salvation? Can you state any other 
reason why you refuse this remedy? Who has ever refused it, éx- 
cept through dislike? Why did the Jews reject Christ? They 
saw no comeliness in him that they should disire him. They de- 
sired a very different Saviour. He was to them a rock of offence. 
And is not every unbeliever offended in him? “Blessed is he, who- ’ 
soever shall not be offended in me.” If you refuse Christ, is it not 
because you take offence at his person, as the true God manifest in ' 
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fiesh ? or at his si ‘on which he bore the sins of men ? ‘or at hig 
holy requirements. “Are you not unwilling to see and feél your lost 
condition, and your absolute dependence on the merits iy Christ 
alone for salvation ? 

3d. The unbeliever perishes without excuse. What excuse could 
a bitten Israelite have, who died because he would not look to the 
brazen serpent, as God directed ? Would not every one say that he 
lost his life by his*ewn folly? And will it not be so with the un- 
believer ? ‘He knew haw freely he could be saved. But he rejected 
the gracious offer. He would not look to Christ and his cross for 
salvation. How confounding will be the words of the Redeemer 
from his judgment seat—I called and ye refused. I bade you look 
to me and live, but ye would not. I would have healed you, but you 
despised my grace. I would have saved you from your sins, but you 
would not forsake them. Depart ye cursed into everlasting fire. 

Ath. This subject suggests the grand means of growing in grace,. 
Looking unto Jesus. Do you feel the need of deeper repentance? 
Look to him whom you have pierced by your sins. Do you feel the 
need of being quickened in the Divine life? Look to Christ who 
is your life and strength. Do you thirst for more grace, and long to 
be filled with the fruits of righteousness? Look to him who says, 
I will give unto him that is athirst, of the water of life freely. 

Finally ; in view of this subject we may well ask, Why will any 
perish, when such a remedy is at hand? Had Moses gone into the 
tents of the wounded and dying, after the brazen serpent was lifted 
up, how sharply might he have remonstrated against their conduct 
in refusing the means of healing and life? And how should your 
conduct be regarded in neglecting Christ and his cross? Is the 
loss of your soul a small evil? Will you find everlasting punish- 
ment a light thing? Will endless banishment from the tree of life 
and the blessings of heaven be a trifling affair? Have you con- 
sidered these things? Will it not be well to consider them before 
you take another step in the downward course? QO stop. Tur 
and look to the cross of Christ. See his bleeding wounds. Think 
how ready he is to wash away your sins in his own blood—to de- 
liver you from the wrath to come, and give you everlasting life. He 
says, Come unto me. I will receive you, and be your friend and 
portion forever. Will you refuse? Can you reject this Almighty 
and compassionate Saviour ? 





